
Ward 7 Council Meeting  
March 29th 
7PM - 9PM 

Swansea Public School 
(Library) 

MINUTES 
Attendance 
School Trustee:               Robin Pilkey  
Superintendents: Curtis Ennis; Jane Phillips-Long 
Principals:  Rosanna Sardella (Howard PS); Lorraine Linton (Humberside CI);  

Mary Salvarinas (Swansea PS) 
Guests:                           Carla Kisko, Associate Director, Finance & Operations 
Committee reps: Nora Green (SEAC) Caroline Paterson (FSLAC) Louis Marrone (ASAC)  

Annette Street Junior and 
Senior Public School 

1 
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Senior Public School 
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Public School 

1 
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Junior School 

1 

Howard Junior Public School 
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Humbercrest Public School 

1 

Humberside Collegiate 
Institute 

3 
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Keele Street Public School 
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King George Junior Public 
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1 

Lucy McCormick Senior 
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Mountview Alternative 
Junior School 
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Parkdale Collegiate Institute 

1 

Parkdale Junior and Senior 
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Queen Victoria Public 
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Runnymede Collegiate 
Institute 
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3 

Swansea Junior and Senior 
Public School 

3 

The Student School 

0 

Ursula Franklin Academy 

1 

Warren Park Junior Public 
School 

1 

Western Technical-
Commercial School 
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Host Presentation 

Principal Maria Salvarinas spoke about the renewal occurring in Swansea with an extension of 18 new 
classrooms. School council chair Heather Chiavegato spoke about Swansea’s excellent French 
programming, as well as being fortunate enough to have swimming instruction provided. Interesting 
upcoming activities in the school include the annual ‘cardboard boat race’ where students build boats out 
of cardboard, and an attempt at a Guinness record of catapult launches in May. Finally, their school 
council is proud to have council positions chosen through election as the positions are most coveted.   

Budget Presentation by  
Carla Kisko, Associate Director – Finance & Operations 

Cashless Schools 

In an effort to reduce errors and resources spent on documentation, a "cashless" school pilot project is 
being run in 20 schools with Humberside being the one chosen for our Ward. It is not a mandatory 
program and would need schools to opt in. This program would allow teachers to not have to deal directly 
with accounting for cash from each student. Details are being ironed out between the TDSB and the 
company with an ideal start pilot date this fall.  
 
2016-2017 Budget presentation 

The TDSB's budget for this year is $3.1 billion dollars. Funding is primarily calculated through 
enrolment. Unfortunately, enrolment is projected to drop this year due to demographic and policy changes 
such as the new Health and Physical Education Curriculum. Nonetheless, enrolment is likely to stabilize 
in the upcoming years. The TDSB faces a number of challenges: 

1) Repair backlog: There is a $3.3 billion backlog in school repairs. At the current funding formula, it 
would take over 25 years to clear. 

2) School enrolment will not be at school capacity: TDSB schools were built on average 65 years ago and 
designed for every student in Toronto. Since then, changes have occurred that permanently reduce 
enrollment such as: Elimination of grade 13, the addition of French boards, elimination the fees for  grade 
11 &12  in Catholic school boards and the increasing cost of living in Toronto.  

3) Low budget flexibility: With the majority of TDSB funding fixed on funding instruction, there is little 
wiggle room to address contingencies. 

Possible Solutions 
1) Closure of some secondary schools that have low enrollment.  
2) Allow colleges/universities into our TDSB spaces to allow for dual credits. 
3) Request Education Development Charges from developers so that TDSB gets their fair share and allow 
EDC funding to be used for purposes beyond buying empty space. 
4) Building schools within condominiums and towers to address growth as they come. 
5) Increase taxing powers which was taken back in 1998 from us. 



 
Representative Reports 
ASAC (Louis Marrone/Mountview):  

• New mission statement   
 

FSLAC (Caroline Paterson/Swansea) 
• Runnymede Public Library is piloting a new French story time program. If successful, future 

programs might occur. To show that our Ward want French programming, please enroll for this 
Spring-Summer story time session through the Runnymede Public Library. 
 

Trustee Report 
 
1. Communications 

a. post on our Ward Council Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/TDSBWard7Coucil/ 
b. Newsletter sign up https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1787549/1752433/?v=a  

 
2. French immersion issues 

a.  French immersion space is guaranteed but not the school of choice. High demand within 
the school system in Ward 7 is an issue as parents strongly do not want their children to 
move.  

b. Further, French education emphasis in a school can be a problem as it can undermine the 
quality of English education in the school. 

c. Still, overcapacity is not as a whole, primarily in French. 
 

3. Changes in Gifted Screening:  Please send me any questions you have to the new gifted screening. 
The new changes are designed to be more equitable and objective,  however we are not sure of the 
details of the program. 
 

Next Ward Council Meeting 
Date: April 19th 
Topic: TDSB Mental Health strategy, Safe & Caring Schools. 
Location: Parkdale PS 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/TDSBWard7Coucil/
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1787549/1752433/?v=a

