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As parents we lead busy lives. We usually hold down jobs, manage to get food on the table, shuttle our kids to their 
various programs and eventually, we may even get to the laundry.  In the background, our kids have their own routines, 
working their way through the school system, trying to navigate the challenges involved in their everyday lives both 
academically and socially.  

Yet, how much do we really know about what goes on in their daily experience at school?  Most of us read about union 
negotiations, TDSB budget cuts and other agendas that affect our school environment but aren’t really aware of where 
our tax dollars are, and aren’t, going. For example, did you know that there is a 15 billion dollar backlog in repairs that the 
TDSB has not been able to keep up with?  (see www.fixourschools.ca)   Despite the 
amazing teachers and leadership we have at Howard, there is still so much that we, 
as a community, can contribute by being informed, getting involved and taking the 
time to make sure that our public school system works well for ALL of our children.

We, as parents, are the children’s representatives, let’s make sure our voices 
 are heard. To get involved, please come to a parent council meeting, or scroll 
through this paper to see if anything fits with your skill set.  We need fundraisers,  
IT professionals, writers, scientists, artists, social conveners, graphic designers,  
and someone to run the lemonade stand, we need YOU.  No offering is too small!

Introducing Howard Happenings:
Welcome to the relaunch of our school newspaper!

Although our interest in going green is always paramount, we felt that a tactile version to communicate as a  
community may be more effective: less likely to scroll up our inbox and more likely to lie around your on your  
coffee table, hence our resurrection of the old fashioned paper version.

The interest to start this paper was borne of three main objectives:

1. To open communication between the Parent Council and parents about why we fundraise, what are goals are 
and where our money goes.

2.  To nurture a sense of community and inspire  
parental involvement in the school; harvest talent and volunteers, start a conversation and get organized  
as a group.

3. To bring back the creative element for kids: find our budding artists, journalists, photographers and authors. 
Share class work with parents and fellow students.

In This Issue
Your Parent Council… Page 2
Budget Summary... Page 3
Junior Journalists.... Page 8
Little Artists…. Page 10
Community Corner… Page 11

Letter from the Editor-  

Why you should get involved
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Welcome to the 2015/2016 Parent Council:

According to the province, a parent council is an advisory group that provides advice to  
the school principal and/or to the school board on any matter. The parent council has a formal  
consultation with parents on items such as:

• dress code, code of conduct, school improvement plans, safe school plans, budget and issues  
with school-wide impact. 

The parent council has an informal consultation on items such as:

• expenditures of school council funds, field trips, lunchroom issues, change in entry times, or dismissal times.

What is a Parent Council and 
Why Does it Exist?

Co-chair: Michelle 
McBride

Co-chair: Linda Tory Vice-chair: Sara 
Tweedie 

Treasurer: Tory Millar Secretary: Zoe 
Traiforos

However, we as the Executive Council do not work alone. There are several committees for various interests that  
are headed up by dedicated parents, who take much of their time to work making things happen for our students. 
Over the next few pages you will find an introduction to the committees and information on how to get involved.

The Parent Council Executive, in its core, is made up of 5 people who run the meetings, arrange the agendas,  
communicate with the principal and teachers, and decide where the money is going.  
Parents who attend the annual budget meeting discuss and vote on how the funds raised are distributed. 
  
This year’s Parent Council is made up of:

Upcoming Parent 
Council Meetings

The remaining  meeting dates 
are as follows:

Wednesday, January 20
Wednesday, February 17
Wednesday, April 20
Wednesday, May 18

Parent council meetings are held the third  
Wednesday of every month at 7 pm during the 
school year, except December and March. 
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Why Do We Fundraise?
Many of you may wonder why you receive several dona-
tion requests throughout the year, as well as requests for 
your time. The short answer is that the Toronto District 
School Board covers essentials for our school, but any-
thing extra needs to be paid for by, and even delivered 
by, the parents. These extras include new technology 
(e.g. laptops and  
projectors), art events (e.g. plays, the symphony), science 
projects (e.g. Scientists in the School), and even books.  
In order to cover the costs of these wonderful opportun-
ities for our children, Howard’s school community raises 
money through events like the Fall Fete, theMagazine 
Drive and Pizza Lunch to name a few.

Budget Summary for 2015/16
By Tory Millar, Treasurer

Part of the role of Parent Council is to make decisions about how to spend the available funds.  When doing so,  
we are guided by the following principles:
 
1. Support and enhance the curriculum
2. Support our six areas of priority (note: in no particular order): Arts; Music; STEM, Sports;  

Environment; and, Mental health
3. Promote activities that support inclusion and equity
4. Spend equitably across grades and streams (i.e. English and French)
5. Consider charitable donations to external organizations
 
For the 2015-2016 school year we expect to have $57,000 to spend.  The vast majority of funds come from our main 
fundraisers – specifically the Fall Fete ($30,000), magazine drive ($9,000), pizza Fridays ($7,000), dance-a-thon 
($4,000) and choir ($4,000).  Other funds ($3,000) are provided by TDSB grants and other events.
 
This year, most of our spending will focus on 
enhancements  to the learning environment  
which includes $15,000 for the classrooms and 
library and $10,000 for technology.  We will also 
support our areas of priority by funding  
committees run by our parent and teacher  
volunteers – specifically the Arts ($11,000),  
STEM ($6,000), Music ($4,000), Sports ($2,000), 
Environment ($2,000) and Mental Health 
($2,000).  The remaining spend ($4,000) is  
used for community outreach, communication, 
recognition and administration.
 
We intend to end the year with a reserve of 
$3,000 to $6,000, depending on what surprises 
(good and bad) occur during the year.

If you would like to make an 
additional contribution  

to increase the funds available 
for enhancing the programs at 

Howard Public School, 
 please click on  

the Donate Now button at  
howardpublicschool.com

Computers
16%

Classroom
enhancement

24%

Comms 
& Admin

3%

Sports
4%

Well-being
4%

Enviro
3%

Outreach
6%

Extra 
curricular

11% 

Recognition
4% 

STEM
9% 

Arts
16%
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STEM Committee
In the TDSB, STEM stands for: 

• Science
• Technology
• Everything (art, design, programming, engineering, etc.)
• Math

The STEM Committee is new this year and has a simple mandate to support STEM  
subjects in our school. We are in an exploratory phase right now, trying to decide  
how best to do this. We are connecting with Howard’s teachers, the TDSB, and  
other schools to see how they are approaching STEM in the curriculum. 

We would also like to plan some extracurricular STEM activities in the latter part of  
the school year. But our team needs you to help spark our kids’ imaginations around 
STEM. If you are passionate about STEM and want to share that passion, please get  
in touch with Liz Phillips at lizannephillips@gmail.com. 

The more we know about the Howard community’s talents in this area, the more 
engaging our STEM programming will become.

Liz Phillips

Parent Run Committees

Arts Council
Each year the Arts Council brings to each student an in-depth hands-on workshop in  
different media, as well a theatre, musical or dance performance. These are activities  
and events that give kids new experiences and complement the curriculum.

This year our French Primary classes had a 1/2 day in-class visual arts workshop  
exploring Toronto artists and their techniques. Each student worked through  
a multi-step process, in French, and completed unique pieces of art. Along the way 
they learned about colour mixing, stencils, patterns, Canadian icons, water habitats,  
arctic animals, fabric collage, and more.

Our English Primary kids are taking part in a creative movement/drama workshop  
in the new year. All 8 Junior classes (English & French) will be working with  
an artist to design and build the sets for our school play.

On the performance side of things, the Juniors had a great field trip to Young People’s Theatre to see  
Jacob Two-Two Meets the Hooded Fang. Our Primary kids will get to enjoy The Velveteen Rabbit, performed  
by Ballet Jorgen in the spring.

The Arts Council also takes pride in funding and co-ordinating murals/installations on the actual walls.  This year  
we’re doing a school-wide portrait project that will take centre stage in the main hallway.  School murals (inside and 
out) beautify our school and make our kids proud.  If you have a talent you’d like to share or just get involved,  
please contact Candice Levine at candice@thecandifactory.com.

“You can’t use up creativity. The more you use, the more you have.” - Maya Angelou

Candice Levine
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Tech Committee
The Tech Committee works with the school administration and teachers to plot the  
technology roadmap at Howard. We use money from fundraising activities to purchase 
much-needed hardware for the school. 

This year we have purchased: 
• 14 Chromebooks (a type of laptop that runs Google apps) 
• A portable access point that lets 50 Chromebooks go online (in-school WIFI  

infrastructure isn’t quite there)
• An Epson projector, and an Epson document camera (to show physical  

content with the projector). 

We believe that using technology has a place as a tool for education. The role of  
the Tech Committee is to ensure the hardware and training is in place to support  
the TDSB’s and our teachers’ vision for the use of technology in the classroom.  
Currently that means enabling every student in a class to be able to work on a laptop at the same time. And it means 
that teachers can project content in real time to the entire class - while getting away from photocopying handouts. 

As you likely know from personal experience, trying to work with outdated, slow, or broken technology is frustrating 
and doesn’t allow students to learn effectively. The long-term vision of the Tech Committee is to secure additional  
fundraising to elevate Howard’s technology infrastructure and bring it in line with other schools and school boards. 

The Tech Committee is always looking for committed people with some extra time and energy to spare. If the above 
sounds like a conversation you would like to be a part of please contact Joel Freeman at Joel@JoelFreeman.com.

Joel Freeman

Sports Committee
The purpose of Howard’s Sports Council is to support teachers in increasing student 
interest and participation in physical activities throughout the school day while  
ensuring equity across grade, gender and abilities. As well, we hope to increase  
parental awareness of and involvement in the athletic programs of Howard.

We are in our third year, and to date have used Home and School funds to pay for:

• Buses for the running club
• Running team jerseys
• New double trikes and outdoor winter toys for the kinder program
• Equipment for the baseball and ultimate frisbee teams
• Baseball gloves and hockey and ringette sticks for gym classes
• 40 new uniform shirts for the sports teams

We also help support the school’s DPA (Daily Physical Activity) efforts. On days when the kids do not have regular 
gym classes, their teacher provides 20-40 minutes of physical activity. To support this, the Sports Council has  
bought soccer balls, footballs, frisbees, skipping ropes, hula hoops and bean bags. All of the DPA equipment is  
chosen by the teacher and kept in their classroom for easy use. For example, Mr Ing’s class has floor hockey  
equipment and Ms. Spademan uses balls and hula hoops for active music! This year we are planning to buy  
equipment for five more classrooms.

Did you know parents can help coach school teams? If you’re interested you will need a criminal record check,  
a TDSB coach’s card and the sponsorship of a staff member. For more information, contact the principal,  
Rosanna Sardella. For more information on the Sports Council or if you would like to help, contact the chair,  
Kathy Narraway, at kathy.narraway@rogers.com or feel free to talk to her at drop-off or pickup.

Kathy Narraway
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The Howard Eco Club “Earth Buddies” meet biweekly at lunch to discuss and  
investigate environmental issues as raised by the students. Through field trips, videos,  
activities and guest speakers students enrich their eco understanding and act as  
ambassadors to the whole school by planning events, activities and awareness campaigns.

Past and annual events include: the waste audit, seed-to-harvest festival which  
culminates in stone soup, battery/e-waste collection and used toy drives during earth week, 
vermicomposting and bike-powered blender demos, to name a few. Last year we successfully 
rolled out green bins at school and this year we hope to add recycling bins outside.

Our goal is to engage students and have fun while creating an environmentally conscious 
school culture. And it has proven successful!

Last June, Howard was awarded Platinum status by the TDSB Eco-Schools. This is the  
highest honour and we are very proud to achieve it. We hope it will encourage the Howard  
community to continue and challenge themselves to new heights in their eco efforts.

To get involved or add an idea please contact the Earth Buddies parent lead  
Elise Beauvais at Elise.beauvais@gmail.com.

Eco Club

Other New Committees
There are also a couple of committees that the  
Parent Council doesn’t have yet, but would be 
interested in starting: 

1) Fundraising: We need an energetic person, 
ideally someone with experience in the field, 
to organize how and when we fundraise. For 
years, we have relied on the same initiatives and 
they have worked well for us, but there is always 
room for improvement. It’s time for us to  
analyse how we raise money, when it happens 
and where we can make improvements. If you 
are interested in helping out or leading this  
initiative, please contact Zoe Traiforos at  
zoetraiforos@gmail.com.

2)  Communications: We need someone who 
can help us with IT and the way we transfer 
information. We hope to develop a better  
website / blog and create a way to store past 
communications. A good example is the Fern 
Ave PS blog (http://fernavenuepublicschool.
blogspot.ca/). If you are interested in this, 
please contact Linda Tory at  
lindatorry@gmail.com.

Elise Beauvais

Mental Health Committee
This year the Home and School added a focus on  
mental health and well-being as one of its priority areas. 
Parents voted to give the Mental Health  
Committee $2500 to spend and parent volunteers 
(Erin McCaughan, Megan Smith and Michelle McBride) 
worked with teachers and the administration to buy 
weighted belts, fidget toys, screen carrels, seat  
solutions, headphones, and other items for teachers to 
use in their classes as needed.

To learn more or if you’d like to get involved in this  
initiative, or have a constructive way to contribute, 
please contact: mcbride.mclennan@gmail.com.

Michelle McBride
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On October 17 the Howard community celebrated the 20th Anniversary of our annual Fall Fete with resounding  
success. Our incredible team of volunteers put together an amazing day of fun activities and delicious food to  
raise money for our school. 

• Parents and kids came to enjoy Fall Fete classics such as:
• Games for kids of all ages
• Face painting, cookie decorating, bouncy castles
• Spooky haunted house
• Extensive silent auction
• Wine raffle and basket raffle
• Popular cake walk 
• Terrific hot lunch available at Chez Howard and the Bake Sale
• Deep-fried goodies prepared by our FryDaddies
• Used costume sale and book sale

We couldn’t have done it without the help of our school leaders, Principal Mme. Sardella, Vice-Principal  
Mrs. Wessenger-Macdonald, and our army of parent and student volunteers. 

We look forward to next year’s Fete and we invite any parents who may be interested in getting more involved to  
contact Erin McCaughan at erin.mccaughan@gmail.com. There are many roles that will need to be filled for next year 
as parents “graduate” from Howard and it is a fun way to get more involved in your school community. Thanks again to 
all the volunteers for their hard work and to everyone who came out and enjoyed the day!

Chess Club (Cost $2000) 
Did you know that our school has one of the most renowned chess teachers in the country?  
Goran Milicevic has been teaching students at Howard for several years now, and has helped to create a chess club  
that rivals even the top private schools in Toronto.  

Chess Club is divided into two categories: Primary (grades 1-3) and Junior (grades 4-6). It is a club initiated by our very 
own Monsieur Celaj who spends his lunch hour every Tuesday with eager young players who challenge themselves  
in a fun and nurturing environment. This program is also integrated into our math curriculum by enhancing skills like 
problem solving and puzzles. It’s a club for those children who enjoy a brain teaser! This year we have 55 students in the 
chess club. It is structured into two sessions: the Primaries practice from October to December and the Juniors take 
over from January to March. It concludes with the TDSB team tournaments which are held in April and May. Only the 
top selected players represent our school in this high-pressure environment.  
Fortunately, M. Celaj assures me that, for the more timid players, we have a less formal tournament as well - one that  
is just for fun!  

Although chess club is open to all, participation in the Junior team requires prior knowledge of the game so the  
recommended age to get involved is Grade 3 at the latest, according to M. Celaj. So although the timeline for entering 
chess club has already passed for the year, please keep it in mind for next year if your child is eager to learn the  
game or master their skills.

The team would like to thank all the teacher volunteers who have helped to make the chess club: Mme. Chabot,  
Mme. Decaudin, Mme. Ruprecht, M. Frasheri, M. Celaj and Mr. Ing.  And of course, we thank the parents and all their 
fundraising efforts for allowing this unique program to flourish in our school!

Also Funded by the Parent Council...

A report from our biggest Fundraising event
Fall Fete! (Revenue $28,500)

Food Sponsors
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By Brady Walintschek and 
Laurel Service,  
Area 42, Grade 5

On November 25, 2015, 
Laurel Service and Brady 
Walintschek interviewed  
Macey Duncan, Area 42, 
after she finished the waste 
audit at lunch outside. 

Macey said “it was a cool 
experience and we saw how 
much garbage the school 
produced and how a lot of it 
is recycling but it is being put 
in garbage.” 

Earth Buddies is a group of students committed to  
helping the environment. 

This day, they had just finished their Waste Audit.  
Macey told us that the waste audit is when most of the 
Earth Buddies collect all the waste the school has  
produced in one day and sort through it. 

Macey explains that the goal of the waste audit is to 
show the school how much  
waste we produce.  When Macey was doing the audit, 
she was amazed at how  
much waste we produce. 

While they were sorting the garbage, the Earth Buddies 
attracted a large crowd, which leads me to believe  
that Howard Junior Public School cares a lot about the 
earth. And, based on the platinum award that  
we received in 2014, it appears that Howard is a very 
eco-friendly school. 

We should keep up this reputation.

Junior Journalists
Howard students have the opportunity to participate in a wide range of school sports teams, clubs and groups.  
In this issue we engaged some eager young writers to report on some of these events. A special thanks to the efforts 
of Samantha Hodder for starting a Junior Jounos club!!  Talk to your teachers about getting involved!

By Kiara Marazzi,  Area 43, Grade 5

Hey Howard! Don’t you hate when you miss the 
announcements, or just feel like you are out of the loop?  
Well have no fear because I am here to help.

Congratulations to all the cross-country runners who ran 
as fast as they could, to represent our school.  
Great job to all the athletes who made it to the city 
finals! Run Howard run!

Congratulations to the girls and boys slow-pitch teams 
for making second place in their tournaments, and play-
ing  
their hearts out. A special mention to Jasmine for pitch-
ing a great game, and to Kate for being a great batter.  
For the boys, a special mention to Jaden for batting a 
great game and to Adam for doing a great job pitching.  
I would also like to thank Mr. P and Ms. Ringler for being 
very encouraging and supportive coaches for the team.  
Go Howard go!

The girls basketball tournament took place on Thursday, 
December 13. Also, the development team had their  
tournament the week before the holiday break. I believe 
that the development team will develop into something 
great! Grab those balls and let’s start dribbling! 

Keep your eyes and ears open for future teams to be 
announced, such as volleyball, boys basketball, hockey 
and more. For more details check out our sports board 
in front of the gym. Yay Howard!

Sports News!

Boys baseball team

A Wasted Day? I Don’t Think So;  
a look at the Earth Buddies Eco Audit
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Scholastic Book Fair

By Riley Dwyer and Yasmine Traiforos Area 42,

The Character Assembly happens every month, each 
time rewarding a different character trait. This month, 
the theme was empathy. Empathy is caring and being 
nice to others. Children from each class get a certificate 
that means they have shown empathy in the past month.

The Vice Principal, Mrs. Wessinger-McDonald is the one 
who hands out the awards each month. Tallulah Joy, of 
Area 31 Grade 2,  was one of the students who earned 
a certificate for empathy. We asked her what she had 
done to get it. She thinks she was recognized because 
she helped lots of people in different situations. We 
wondered how the award made her feel. She told us she 
felt “proud, good and happy” about getting the award.

At the assembly, Mme. El-Shimy, Mme. Desilets, Sophia 
Millan, Kiran Bentley, Laurel Service and Maeve Evens 
also did a presentation about Earth Buddies and how to 
save the earth and make it a better place. They talked 
about the waste audit that happened recently. Our  
garbage has gone up 6% since 2013! We need to start  
recycling, reusing, reducing and conserving a lot more!!!

The assembly was very good and made a lot of people 
think about empathy and being an earth friendly school.

The November  
Character Assembly

Remembrance Day
By Sophia Milan, Area 42, Grade 5

We gather to honour those who served our country in 
time of need. To respect those who fought to the death 
for our country.  It was amazing how many people joined 
us this year to honour them.  Over 100 parents and 
family members came to the Assembly.  At the Assembly 
our wonderful choirs (Junior and Primary) sang Remem-
brance Day themed songs.  After a moment of silence at 
exactly 11 am we concluded the ceremony by singing O 
Canada to honour our country and its rights.  So,  how 
did you honour our country and its soldiers on Nov 11?

Remembrance day concert 

By Cameron O’Rourke, Area42, Grade 5

There were two successful book fairs in November and 
December, one for French and one for English books. 
The best-selling books were Minecraft books, Garfield 
books and baby-sitter books. The other items that sold 
well were school supplies and bookmarks.

Godwin in Grade 3 says “The book fair is fun and it’s a 
great experience for everyone to know how to read in 
different languages.” 

“The book fair is great because it promotes literacy and 
raises money for new books for the library,” said Mrs. 
Simanic. There are hundreds of books at the book fairs 
for all ages. 

By Cameron O’Rourke and Brady Walintschek, Area , 
Grade  

On May 11 and 12, there will be a magical evening of fair-
ies, pirates, neverlanders and more when Howard Jr. 
Public School presents the musical production of Peter 
Pan. The musical is based on the movie adaptation.

Everyone in the Howard community can be a part of it. 
Eighty-two grades 5 & 6 students tried out. Grade 5 and 
6 students are acting in the musical. Grades 4, 5, 6 choir 
members can be in the chorus. The actors are already 
learning their lines. Rehearsals for the actors started 
after the holiday break. Rehearsals for the grade chorus 
will begin after the Kiwanis Music Festival in February.

There is something for everyone. Ten teachers, parents 
and many students are already involved. Set designer 
Andy Miller is working with junior students to build the 
set. We need parent volunteers to help create the magic. 

CALLING ALL STUDENTS! There will be a poster con-
test. The award-winning poster will be displayed around 
the school to help help promote the musical.Listen to 
the announcements for more information on the poster 
contest, tickets, and more.

Howard Jr. Public School 
Presents Peter Pan
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Here we have a collage made up of paintings  
done by Mme. Datoo’s grade 4 class (Area 36). 
Mme. Datoo showed her students a painting she 
saw at an art show in the summer, and had each 
student paint a small part of the pattern onto a 
canvas. The results were a colourful display that  
is very different from the original, but very fun.  

The artwork is also on display in the school office 
so you can enjoy the full-colour version.

Little Artists 
Profiling our student artists is one of the main objectives of this year’s Howard Happenings.  
Send us you best work and we will consider it for the next issue!  We’ve got a Submissions box in the office.

Ms. Serazin’s Grade 2/3 (Area 34) class completed dream houses and self-portraits - some of their  
inspired examples are below:

Isabel

Jackson

Daisy

River
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Community Corner

At the moment, we have two parents working on keep-
ing the streets around our school safe.  The major issues 
are parking infractions that cause visibility impairments, 
speeding through cross-walks and stop signs and the 
observation of designated bus areas.  If you have any 
expertise in how to navigate the system or have the time 
to take photos of parking infractions and to call parking 
enforcement, please contact Linda Torry at  
lindatorry@gmail.com.

Marmaduke Street

Concern: The biggest concern here is delivery trucks (and 
some parents) parking on the sidewalk. Not only is this 
illegal, it is dangerous to little ones who are crossing the 
street. We have had some very scary situations occur and 
would like to ensure the safety of all children.

We think a solution would be to have the city install bol-
lards to prevent parking on the sidewalk.

What you can do to help: 
Parking enforcement recommends that “anyone who sees 
a vehicle parked contrary to the posted by-law, in addition 
to vehicles parking up on and blocking the sidewalk, to call 

parking enforcement at 416-808-2222, with as much detail 
as possible (licence plate number, make and model, time of 
day etc).” Photos with truck license plate can be emailed to  
ian.britton@torontopolice.on.ca

Sunnyside Avenue
Concern: Parents parking in the bus parking lane. This 
prevents the bus from dropping of children, blocking the 
entire intersection while waiting for the culprit to move 
their vehicle, creating a serious safety issue for children 
crossing.   Parents, please respect the designated bus 
areas.

Howard Park Avenue 
Concern: Speeding on Howard Park and cars not stopping 
at the crosswalk or stop signs

How you can help:
Parents need to report their concerns to the Toronto 
Police. The more complaints they get, the more resources 
they will allocate. Please contact A/S/Sgt. Izzy Bernardo at 
11 Division at: Israel.Bernardo@torontopolice.on.ca.

Safety on Our Streets

Many members of the Howard school community have been moved into action over the last few months to do  
something to help Syrian refugees. Called the worst humanitarian crisis since the Second World War, Syria’s civil  
war has pushed 4 million people to seek asylum outside its borders, and more than 7 million people have been  
displaced within Syria. 

As Canada mobilizes to do its part, there are many ways you can help. If you attended the Howard Park Children’s 
Centre breakfast on Dec 9, your $5 went directly to support Syrian refugees. And at least two groups at Howard  
are raising money to resettle Syrian families:  

• Mrs Anne Serazin, the Grade 2/3 teacher, is part of a group that wants to bring in a family of 4. To contribute  
to her group, please contact her at Anne.Serazin@tdsb.on.ca.  

• A number of Howard parents are fundraising to bring in several families of Syrian refugees throughout 2016. The 
group, called It Takes a Village, is fundraising through Ryerson University’s Lifeline Syria Challenge. For more  
information, please contact Liz Phillips at lizannephillips@gmail.com or Lisa Clarkson at lisaannclarkson@gmail.com.

If you want to get involved in this important cause, Lifeline Syria is a great resource. They can help guide you through 
the process of actually sponsoring a family, or suggest smaller ways you can contribute by donating clothing, moving 
furniture, or even knitting a hat! Check out their website at www.lifelinesyria.ca for further information.

Syrian refugees
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Your Howard Happenings team includes:

Zoe Traiforos, Editor in Chief: zoetraiforos@gmail.com
Mahshad Aryafar, Layout & Art Direction: mahshad.opc@gmail.com

Liz Phillips, Managing Editor: lizannephillips@gmail.com
Erika Barrientos, Editorial Assistant: erika.a.barrientos@gmail.com

Leslie Parsons, Editorial Assistant: Leslieparsons2.0@gmail.com

Students:
Are you a budding poet or short story writer who wants to be published?   
Are you a talented artist looking for an outlet to showcase your talents?  
Ask your teacher how to submit your artwork to the Howard Happenings or just  
drop it off in our Submissions box in the office.  Don’t forget to include your full name,  
area and grade.

Interested in learning how to write a news article?  
Join the Junior Journalists who cover our school events! Listen to the announcements 
to find out about the next meeting.

Teachers:
Working on a class project that you’d like to share with the school?   
Trying to start a new club or team that the parents should hear about?  Email Zoe or Liz 
at the contacts below to contribute to the next issue.

Parents:
Do you have something you’d like to share with the Howard community? Or would 
you like to help in putting together the Howard Happenings newsletter?   
We need photographers and writers!  Please get in touch with Zoe if you’ve got some 
skills that would compliment our team.

How Can I Get Published in  
Howard Happenings?


